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Two best friends take a boat to America to deliver a “groundbreaking 
performance”. Once on the road their optimism starts to crack as 
they come face to face with each other’s insecurities. 

The film follows the turbulent road trip of the artists Aay and 
Zed, as they tour a new performance piece across America. 
They capture the daily joys and tensions of their friendship and 
collaboration through the lenses of their phones as they struggle 
to live up to their mantras of feminist empowerment. Dressed in 
matching outfits there is no escape from each other or from the 
expectations they set for themselves as artists. Their delusional 
optimism soon fades as they are faced with each other’s 
insecurities and have to fight to stay connected.
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Experimental Documentary

16’20” 

https://vimeo.com/327749274

Directors: Plural Authorship Collective 

Featuring:  Aay Liparoto & Zed Morales 

Editor: Febe Simoens 

Sound design: Aïda Merghoub

Sound mixing: Hélène Clerc-Denizot

Color grading: Miléna Trivier

Production: Brecht Van Elslande (Animal Tank)

Supported by the: Flanders Audiovisual Fund (VAF)

Tax shelter of the Belgian Federal Goverment
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We belong to the millennial generation. Collectively, we were the first 
generation to perform our `friendships’, ‘politics’, and ‘successes’ daily 
on our screens. No wonder that we are hyper aware of the pressures 
and delusions that come with curating multiple identities across many 
platforms. 

This film is created within this context, as we play the roles of 
cinematographer, protagonist and co-director and push this fragmented 
idea of selfhood and inhabit the anxiety that comes with constantly 
presenting our ‘authentic’ self.
 
During our three month long road trip we set ourselves rules to work by 
including how we dressed, how we filmed, the names we took on, all in 
function to create a co-identity for our distinctly different personalities.

The ad hoc and intimate filming via two iphones allowed an easy closeness 
and constant confrontation with our own image, to the point when we 
never quite knew when we were performing our ‘real’ friendship or artistic 
identity.

In the midst of all this construction, what shined through for us was an 
honest insight into our 21st century female friendship, including both the 
struggles and the joys. Here we are not seeking to present a universal 
representation of female friendship as there is no universal experience, 
but instead adding to a larger archive of female narratives.
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WHAT DEVIOUS CUNTS WE ARE ( A.Liparoto 2018, 26’ )

Preview Link: https://vimeo.com/244125177

( password: Charlie )

PLAN B Festival, Bekegem, (BE)

ANDREW A STRONG COURAGEOUS WARRIOR ( A.Liparoto 2016, 16’ 30”)

Preview link : https://vimeo.com/146882696 

( password : play )

‘Scratch Beneath the Surface’ Bright Futures, International Film Festi-
val Rotterdam 2016 (NL) | ‘Shorts Competition’, Split 21st Film Festival, 
Split (HR) | Pink Screens Film Festival 2017, Beursschouwburg, Brussels 
(BE) |  ‘Homografia / Homography #4’ ArtSpace Mexico, Mexico City 
(MX) | Asterico Festival, Buenos Aires (ARG) ......
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Bio Plural Authorship Collective (P_A_C) is the artist duo Aay Liparoto and Zed 
Morales based between, Brussel and Edinburgh, who create multidisciplinary 
work through performance, video and text. P_A_C takes an auto-ethnographic 
approach in their work methods. By using durational and immersive 
performance of characters in daily life they explore how the physicality of the 
action offers new insights and knowledge. They are interested in the energy 
and challenges of co-authorship whilst also maintaining solo creative practices. 
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